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Snowy district, where winter comes early and keeps it
snowbound for almost half of the year until spring arrives
later than in other districts. The northeastern part of Japan is
such a typical snowy district.

This picture is a motion picture record of the country life
under snow, photographed in Yamagata Prefecture, Japan.

The beginning of November already witnesses the symptoms
of winter. Soon the snow begins to fall on the villages of
the mountains. Then the plains begin to see snowflakes, which
finally bury the entire district under a boundless white carpet.

Despite the frigid coldness, people in this district are brave
and lead courageous lives, the townsfolk, farmers and mountain-
folk alike. They maintain their living under the snow, making
the best of it.

Office workers, factory-workers, housewives — everybody
fights against the snow. Farmers, unable to work in the snow-
covered fields, weave straw sandals to make both ends meet.

Husky men go to warmer places to earn extra money for
their households, so it is left to the womenfolk to do such
work.

Winter is the season for delivering the tobacco-leaves to
the Tobacco Monopoly Bureau offices. It is the men who grow
the tobacco plants during the past seasons, but it is always
the women who give the leaves the finishing touch.

At the same time, housewives are in charge of kitchen
work. It is exceptionally hard in winter because water is
scarce. They have to ftravel all the way to community wells
from which they carry heavy buckets to their homes.

They are anxious to better their living conditions. We see
a small hamlet which has installed several electric pumps, each
supplying water to a few neighbouring houses. In this way,
they are trying to economize their labour power in a rational
way.

Some of the formers are utilizing eleciric power effectively
so that housewives could be exempted from unnecessary work
in the kitchen and use their time more fully and productively
during the wintertime.

Some have begun dairy farming. :

Children who are to be the support and driving power of
the future are diligent students, too.

We see a middle school situated in the mountains. They
love Nature at home and are given a special education so
that they can utilize it. They endeavour to breed new species
of fish for their own streams, among all other social class
activities. They have their dreams of how to cultivate the
future of their home. Their parents have great hopes in them,
too.

We see timber-men felling trees in the snow-covered
mountain. They are eager to work. They have hopes, because
they know very well that however long and dreary their
winter may be, spring is not far behind.



